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Childhood cancer, like all cancer, is a large group of diseases 

that start when abnormal cells in the human body grow out of control. 

Cancer can cause problems with the body’s normal growth and function. 

Cancer cells can spread to other parts of the body causing more problems.1

Childhood Cancer
COUNTS in Canada

Almost 84%* of children

survive a cancer diagnosis after five years, and this survival rate 
is expected to improve with new and better treatments.2–3

Why do we COUNT 
childhood cancer in Canada?

How do we COUNT 
childhood cancer in Canada?
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What do we know about childhood cancer in Canada?*

311  |  Leukemia
(Blood and bone marrow)
(172 males | 139 females)

121  |  Lymphoma
(Lymph nodes, bone
marrow and blood)

(78 males | 43 females)

60  |  Soft Tissue Sarcoma
(Muscle) • (33 males | 27 females)

31  |  Carcinomas
and Melanomas

(Skin, thyroid, adrenal
gland, nasopharynx)

(12 males | 19 females)

240  |  Central Nervous 
System Tumours 
(Brain and spine)
(136 males | 104 females)

77  |  Neuroblastoma
(Nerve cells/tissue)
(44 males | 33 females)

18  |  Retinoblastoma
(Eyes) • (9 males | 9 females)

18  |  Hepatic Tumours
(Liver) • (10 males | 8 females)

45  |  Renal Tumours 
(incl. Wilms Tumour 
and Nephroblastoma)
(Kidney) • (23 males | 22 females)

36  |  Germ Cell Tumours
(Ovaries or testes)
(18 males | 18 females)

4  |  Other Cancer
(in other parts of the body)
(1 male | 3 females)

39  |  Bone Tumours
(Bones) • (19 males | 20 females)

• Current data showed no significant 
 change in the numbers of new 
 childhood cancer cases reported 
 during the COVID-19 pandemic5

• Children with cancer may be 
 at greater risk of severe illness 
 from COVID-19

• Experts across Canada continue to 
 investigate the impact of COVID-19 
 on children with cancer

• For additional information visit:
 https://cancer.ca/en/about-us/
 cancer-and-covid19-resources

• Children can get cancer in 
 different parts of the body

• More males are newly diagnosed 
 with childhood cancer than females2–3

• To learn why children get cancer

• To understand the disease

• To inform policies and 
 develop better treatments

The Cancer in Young People in 
Canada† (CYP-C) program

• collects information on 
 children and youth with cancer

• There are 12 main types and 
 47 main sub-types of childhood cancer4

• Children under the age of 4 are 
 almost twice as likely to be newly 
 diagnosed with cancer than 
 children 5–14 years old2–3

What can we do about childhood cancer in Canada?

• Cancer specialists are available to provide care across the country

• If you or someone you know is experiencing a cancer diagnosis, learn more
 by visiting: 
 • Canadian Cancer Society or Childhood Cancer Canada websites

Around 1,000 children get cancer each year

How has the pandemic impacted childhood cancer in Canada?
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